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Middle School Camp  

On Monday 22nd October to Wednesday 24th October the Middle school students 

went on camp to Ballarat to support our learning about Australian history. We set off to 

find out more about the gold rush and some of the history of Ballarat and Ararat.  

On day one we travelled by bus to Ararat. We had opportunities to explore the town of 

Ararat by going on a town tour up to One Tree Hill, visiting the Ararat Art Gallery, the 

Langi Morgala Museum and the Gum San Chinese Heritage Centre.  

Once settled in at the Bell Tower Inn in Ballarat, we visited the Ballarat Municipal Obser-

vatory. We learnt more about space and even got to see the moon up-close through 

a telescope.   

On day two we woke up early and headed to Sovereign Hill.  Our day at Sovereign Hill 

was full of fun and adventure. We discovered all the action and excitement of life as it 

was in the 1850s in Ballarat, during the greatest alluvial gold rush the world 

had ever seen. Sovereign Hill was like a living museum with working exhibits brought to 

life by costumed characters. We enjoyed seeing the layout of a typical town in the 

goldfields, which included shops, hotels, a theatre, schools, factories, gold diggings 

and underground mines to explore. 

Within our groups we had opportunities to pan for gold, explore the underground 

mines, attend school in the 1850’s, witness how gold is purified and much, much more.   

On our final day of camp we packed our belongings and left the Bell Tower Inn to visit 

Ballarat’s Wildlife Park. We had the opportunity to learn about and interact with many 

of Australia’s native animals. A  highlight for us all was feeding the kangaroos and ob-

serving the 5 meter long Salt Water Crocodile ’Crunch’ launch himself at the window.  

Overall the middle school camp experience was a great opportunity for all of us to 

increase our learning of Australia’s history, in particular the gold rush. We developed 

our independence, resilience and our ability to co-operate with others.  

Middle School Camp Student Reflection  

My favourite part of Middle School Camp was panning for gold at Sovereign Hill be-

cause if we found gold we would be rich. I didn’t find any, so I’m not rich. I leant that 

we had to dig really deep and put the stones and dirt into our pan to find gold.  All the 

gold was under the stones and under the dirt because gold is really heavy. 

Drew, Grade 3 

 

My favourite part of Middle School Camp was going to the wild life park in Ballarat on 

the last day because we got to feed kangaroos and see their baby joeys. I leant that 

there are only 50 tree kangaroos left in the wild. 

Sophie, Grade 3 

 

My favourite part of Middle School Camp was going to the wild life park in Ballarat 

because we got to see the meerkats and feed the kangaroos. 

I leant that meerkats can run fast. 

Tilly, Grade 3 

 Curiosity Acceptance Respect Resilience  Integrity 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

Term Dates: 

Term 4     8th Oct - 21st Dec 

 

Term 4 Upcoming Events 

Melbourne Cup  

(Public Holiday) 

6th November 

 

Lysterfield’s Carols Concert  

4th December  

 

Lysterfield’s Crazy Hair  

Fundraiser  

10th December  

 

Last Day of Term 4 

(1:30pm Dismissal) 

21st December  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Learning 

LPS develops students that are curious about the world around them 

and confident in their knowledge and skills to be successful in the future. 



 

STUDENT AWARDS 
 

Miss Hand 
3H 

Connor B 
 

Mr. McKenzie 
3M 

Tyhson M 
 

Mr. Peperkamp 
3P 

Thomas A 
 

Miss Sloane 
3S 

Ella L 
Kapri H 

 
 

Mrs. Chamberlain 
4C 

Chad P 
 

Mrs. Hastings 
4H 

Rikki B 
 

Miss Slaughter 
4S 

Ashley R 
 

Week 3 Curiosity 
Values Award 

Grade 3 
Tristan M 

 
Grade 4 

Harmonie R 

More Middle School Camp Reflections  

My favourite part of Middle School Camp was going into the lolly shop at Sovereign Hill.  They 

were making the lollies and we got to have one. They were delicious. I leant that they have to 

mould the lolly into big blobs, then roll it out and then they cut the lolly slab into tiny cir-

cles.  When they had dried they were the boiled lollies that they put into jars and sold in the 

shop.  

Charlie, Grade 3 

 

My favourite part of Middle School Camp was going to the wild life park in Ballarat and seeing 

Crunch the crocodile.  Crunch is a 5m long saltwater crocodile who weighs about 500 kilos. 

While we were looking at him he jumped up at the glass and scared everyone. I learnt that the 

komodo dragon can take down its prey by biting their leg and then letting the leg get infect-

ed.  The animal will die and then komodo dragon will have a feast. Zahra, Grade 4 

 

My favourite part of Middle School Camp was going in the education centre at Sovereign 

Hill.  We were listening to Andrew tell us about what life was like in the 1800s for men, women 

and children.  I learnt that the rich women always wore a big white crinoline and lots of other 

layers under their dresses. 

Zara, Grade 4 

 

My favourite part on Middle School Camp was the Gold Pour demonstration at Sovereign Hill.  I 

liked it because it showed us how to make the gold bars by melting quartz and putting it into a 

mould.  I learnt that you had to melt the rock because the quartz was very hard. The man melt-

ed it at over 1000 degrees to separate the gold from the other metals and then they had to cool 

it down by putting it into cold water. Jacinta, Grade 4  

Inquiry 

This term our inquiry focus is based around building the skills to be a critical and creative thinker 

through our curiosity.  We asked students, ‘What is curiosity?’ What does someone who is curious 

do?’, ‘When have you been curious?’, ‘What sorts of things makes you curious?’, ‘Did you follow 

your curiosity or did you ignore it?’ We focused on using what 

we already know (our prior knowledge) to help us in times 

when we are curious, to establish meaningful questions to seek 

further information.  

Middle School’s Claymation Incursion  

On Wednesday 31st of October and Thursday 1st November, the Middle School students partici-

pated in a ToonWorld Claymation Incursion.  The students worked together in an interactive 

workshop which promoted teamwork, empowerment, creativity and curiosity. The students split 

in to five groups and identified their Claymation theme. The settings included outer space, a 

home, the desert, under the sea and a haunted house. The students were required to negotiate 

their roles and the story line of their Claymation film. Each group had at least one director, cam-

eraperson, animator and a voice effects controller. Together the students collaborated to take 

several iStop photos and join them together to make a short film. We enjoyed watching each of 

the Claymation movies and sharing our experiences together.   

 

 

 

 

 

English 

This week in writing we began to explore the purpose of an explanation text, it’s structure and 

special features. We learnt that an explanation text includes an introduction which defines a 

topic, a sequenced explanation which explains how or why things happen and a conclusion 

which has a summary of recommendation or general comment about the use or history of the 

text topic. Students focused on identifying the appropriate word choice used throughout various 

explanation text including, action verbs, scientific or technical words and words that describe 

pre the sent tense.  

Maths 

This week in Maths, students have been increasing their knowledge and skills of location and 

transformation. By developing their mapping skills, students have gained a deeper understand-

ing of reading and identifying grid references and coordinates, understanding map keys and 

legends, how to interpret a scales on a map, the different ways to describe directions, such as 

cardinal directions and the various ways to describe turns. Students are enjoying applying these 

skills when completing a ‘Goldfields’ mapping investigation task.  

We practiced  establishing meaningful questions this week 

when we asked ourselves why there were legs coming 

down from the classroom roof. 



Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to the following students whose birthdays are in November:  

 NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 
Grade 3 

Kai E, 6th  

Harlow M, 7th  

Zander N, 8th  

Lexi H, 9th 

Cody T, 11th  

Gracie F, 11th  

Connor B, 17th  

Hayden B, 20th  

Grade 4 

Nash C, 6th  

Marley C, 10th  

Lucas U, 20th  

Tyler R, 22nd  

Jaxson T, 24th  

 

 

Hoop Time 

Several of our Middle School students participated in the HoopTime Reginal Finals on Thursday 1st November. We 

wish you the best of luck and can’t wait to hear all about your experience and results!    

 

Walk to School October 

October was a walk to school month. As a school we were encouraging students to be 

more active, either by walking, riding or scooting all the way to school, or by driving part 

of the way to school and then walking the remainder of the way. Well done to all stu-

dents who put in extra effort to participate in the walk to school safely program.  

 

Sun Smart 

A reminder that Term 4 is our Sun Smart Term.  All students are required to wear their hats when outside.  Should 

you need to purchase a new hat please visit our uniform stockist Klad Sport at 8 Macro Court, Rowville. 

 

Woorabinda – Somers School Camp 2019 

Somers School Camp is a camp organised by our school network for a select number of students in Years 4 and 5.  

Over the past few years we have had many of our students (and teachers) attend the school camp. 

Somers Camp is a 5 day structured educational adventure camp with a strong focus on personal development.  

Students work together building meaningful relationships with peers and teachers from different school in the Knox 

network. 

Students will be asked to submit an application in 2019 should they wish to be considered to attend the camp.  

More information about Somers Camp will be given to students early in 2019.  Should you have any questions feel 

free to contact Mr Mac. 


