
Curious  Confident  Successful 

English 

During our Reading Workshops in Middle School this fortnight, students 

have been learning how to make ‘text to self’ connections. This means 

that we ask ourselves questions such as: 

 What does this story remind me of? 

 Can I relate to any of the characters in the story? 

 Has this happened to me before?  

Good readers do this by drawing on their prior knowledge and experi-

ence to help them better understand what they are reading. These ‘text 

to self’ connections are personal connections that readers make between 

the reading material and their own life. Students have been chatting and 

sharing ideas with their peers, as well as recording some of their connec-

tions in their reading journals.  

As part of our Writing Workshops, Middle School students have contin-

ued to enjoy using their Writer’s Notebooks and have been spending 

time developing, editing and publishing their procedural written pieces. 

The Year 3 students have been using a handy pencil resource which al-

lows them to follow the stages in the Writing Process. These stages in-

clude;  Brainstorm, Rough Draft, Self Edit, Peer Edit, Teacher Edit and fi-

nally, Publish. This could be in the form of a typed document, a hand-

written product or a poster of some kind.  

At the end of Writing Workshops, we often hear students say “But I’m 

not finished!” This is always a perfect opportunity for us to remind them 

that their writing is a ‘process’ that requires thought, perseverance and 

time.  Below is a photo of the Writing Process pencil:  
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IMPORTANT DATES 2019 

Term Dates 

Term 1 

Weds 30
th
 Jan – Fri 5

th
 April 

Term 2     

Tue 23
rd
 Apr - Fri 28

th
 June 

Term 3     

Mon 15
th
 Aug- Fri 20

th
 Sept 

Term 4      

Mon 7
th
 Oct - Fri 20

th
 Dec 

Curriculum Days 

Wednesday 22
nd

 May 

Monday 15
th
 July  

Middle School Camp 

Waratah Bay  

7
th
 – 9

th
 and 9

th
 – 11

th
 Oct  

(Two groups) 

Upcoming Events 
 

Life Education Van 

18th—27th March 

 

Lysterfield PS Walk-a-thon 

Friday 22nd March 

 

House Athletics Day 

Monday 25th March 

 

Inquiry Celebration Morning 

& Garden Dress Up Day 

Friday 29th March 

 

Happy Hat Day 

Thursday 4th April 

 

 

Our Learning 

Middle School News 

LPS develops students that are curious about the world around them and          

confident in their knowledge and skills to be successful in the future. 



STUDENT AWARDS 
 

3A 
Ariana B 

 
3B 

Madison M 
 

3M 
Ben F 

 
3PA 

Todd F 
 

4C 
Sam A 

 
4HD 

Milly G 
 

4S 
Brad M 

 
4W 

Charlie C 
 

Maths 

In Grade 3 classrooms, students have been practising length by making paper 

aeroplanes and measuring the distances flown. In Number, they have been 

working to recognise the difference between digits and numbers. Digits are 

like letters. Numbers are like words. There are only 10 digits in the number 

alphabet: 0-9. Using these ten digits we form numbers. Depending on where 

the digit is, it has a different number value.  E.g.   4, 371  

The digit 4 represents 4,000  (four thousand) 

The digit 3 represents 300   (three hundred) 

The digit 7 represents 70   (seventy) 

The digit 1 represents 1    (one) 

In Grade 4 classrooms, students have been learning how to round numbers. 

You can round up or down, depending on the number. 0-4 round down, 5-9 

round up. E.g. 23 becomes 20, 87 becomes 90.  They have been using the be-

low resource, ‘Rounding Rollercoaster’ to 

visually engage students in this learning.  

In Measurement, the Grade 4’s have been 

working on perimeter and how we can meas-

ure this using our knowledge of length.  

 

 

 

Students visiting Harold in the                    

Life Education Van 

Inquiry 

From the 18th-27th March and as part of our Health and Wellbeing In-

quiry unit, the Middle School classes have and will be attending the Life 

Ed Van. The session is called ‘All Systems Go’ where a captain and his 

crew take a futuristic tour inside the body. The students who have 

attended thus far have really enjoyed the 

interactive videos and activities, and of 

course seeing their friend Harold the Giraffe 

again! Some specific focusses were: 

 Factors that influence the function of 

body systems such as nutrition, exer-

cise and drugs 

 The effects of second hand smoking 

 The function of vital organs  

            (heart, lungs, brain, kidneys) 

 

Life Education Van 



The LPS Learner Profile  

At Lysterfield Primary School we have developed a learner profile that supports students to be-

come confident and powerful learners who are able to articulate their own repertoire of learning 

strategies.  The LPS Learner profile fosters a more personalised approach to learning as it allows 

students to gain control over their own learning processes. It describes a set of capabilities and 

responsibilities that support students in becoming independent learners. This term the profile is 

being integrated into classroom practice and students are being encouraged to reflect and assess 

their progress as learners using the profile. 

 

Please refer to our previous newsletter for  

ideas on how you can promote our  

Learner Profile at home!  

 
In the Middle School, the Learner Profile is visible to 

all students to ensure they become familiar with the 

language of learning at LPS.  

School Camp is one of the most valuable and ex-

citing experiences your child will have at school. 

Expression of Interest forms for the Term 4 Middle 

School Camp went home this week. Please return 

these to your child’s classroom teacher so we can 

get an indication of potential numbers. Also, camp 

is still a long way away but please feel free to show 

your child the website of where we will be staying 

to build some excitement and  enthusiasm! 

 



We had a very generous donation of vegetable plants this week. Karen, one of our lovely Grade 3 

parents, works at Scotsburn Nursery in Keysborough and has provided us with a range of vegies 

to contribute towards our kitchen garden program. Thank you so much Karen.  

Sandra has been preparing the garden beds so we had a great time filling them with some deli-

cious things that we can now care for and watch grow! Some of the vegies include leeks, bok 

choy, spinach and rocket. Stay tuned for student updates on how the plants are going in the next 

issue of this newsletter! Thank you to Sandra, Judith and 3B for planting after lunch on Tuesday.     

Great job everyone!  

 

Garden News 

Our Garden Dress Up Day on the 29th March is fast approaching. We ask that if 

you are dressing up, please bring either a gold coin donation or a small item do-

nation for our kitchen garden. This could be a garden tool that you no longer 

use or need, watering cans or garden ornaments. We have plenty of gloves so 

these are not necessary.  Thank you for your support and cooperation! 





Happy Birthday! 

Happy birthday to the following Middle School students who have their   

birthdays in March! 

Meet the Teacher 

Grade: 3B 

Years at LPS: 6 

Favourites 

Food: Roast potatoes 

Colour: No specific colour - I love florals! 

Holiday: Anywhere in the USA 

Animal: Turtles  

Movie: I love Pixar movies! 

Footy team: Essendon Bombers 

Favourite quote:  Live. Laugh. Love 

Favourite primary school memory: Times Table races in 

Grade 4 and singing at my Grade 6 Graduation  

Mrs Emma Barker 

GRADE 3 GRADE 4 

Mia C    March 1st 

Jade G   March 1st 

Ethan C    March 8th 

Jaymie E   March 11th 

Benjamin F   March 17th 

Ryan D   March 18th 

Amelie R   March 18th 

Luke T   March 19th 

Tom M   March 20th 

Jessica T   March 28th  

Ruby W   March 2nd 

Sienna S   March 7th 

Lani V   March 7th 

Billy S   March 8th 

Sam A   March 13th 

Sophie C   March 25th 

Mitchell E   March 24th 

 


