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Curious      Confident      Successful 

Welcome back to all our students and parents after the Term 1 

holidays! It was great to see how quickly students settled back in to 

the classroom routine and are excited to be back at school. 

Reading 

This fortnight in the Middle School we have been identifying the 

main idea by using evidence in a text. We have also been 

improving our comprehension skills by using a variety of text 

features such as maps, graphs and timelines to understand the 

information in nonfiction texts.  

 

Writing 

In writing, we have been focusing on different persuasive 

techniques to use when writing to strengthen opinions, including 

emotive language. We have also started exploring the importance 

of descriptive writing when introducing characters and settings in 

narrative pieces.  

Maths 

The current number focus for the Middle School students is 

addition. Students are exploring useful strategies, such as using 

number lines, the “split” strategy and Jump to 10. These strategies 

are extremely beneficial for students as they understand their 

thinking when adding numbers. Additionally, we have been 

exploring Area and applying our new learning when solving 

worded problems. 

 

Resilience, Rights and Respectful Relationships (RRRR) 

During our RRRR program this term students have been focusing on 

the topic of Gender and Identity. So far at a Middle School level 

this has involved looking at our identity (what makes me, me) and 

progressing into gender norms through an exploration of literature. 

DATES TO  

REMEMBER 

 

Term Dates 

Term 1 

30th Jan – 5th Apr 

Term 2 

23rd Apr - 28th Jun 

Term 3 

15th Jul- 20th Sep 

Term 4 

7th Oct - 20th Dec 

Events 

Education Week 

Dress Up Day 

Fri 24th May 

NAPLAN 

14th May 

Writing 

16th May 

Reading 

20th May 

Language Con-

ventions 

21st May 

Mathematics 

Curriculum Days 

Wed 22nd May 

Mon 15th July 

School Camp 

Waratah Bay 

Gr. 4: 7/10 – 9/10 

Gr. 3: 9/10 – 11/10 

LPS develops students that are curious about the world around them  

and confident in their knowledge and skills to be successful in the future. 



Inquiry 

We are well underway in our Geography exploration. The majority of our 

focus so far has been within Australia, although a few students have been 

curious to learn about what lies beyond. Looking at geographical aspects 

like states, cities, landmarks, climate, 

population and landscapes has prompted 

great discussion and research. We encourage 

all families to continue these discussions at 

home so students can expand their learning 

beyond their own day to day lives. 

 

TRIBES 

Middle School students are now participating in a social skills program 

known as ‘TRIBES’. Grade 3 and 4 students are mixed and they complete 

group activities with their TRIBES teacher. 

The purpose of the TRIBES program is to assure the positive development of 

every child so that each one has the knowledge, skills and resilience to be 

successful and content in a rapidly changing and diverse world. The 

program compliments and consolidates explicitly taught wellbeing lessons 

throughout the year that focus on values, building positive relationships 

and resilience.  

 

At Lysterfield, we focus on building positive relationships and respecting the 

diversity of people. TRIBES promotes the school values through: 

- Mutual Respect  

- Attentive Listening  

- Participation  

- Appreciation (no put downs) 

- Personal best  

 

These concepts are explicitly taught and students are coached in skills 

needed to become good students and cooperative learners. 

 

GRADE 3 NAPLAN 

A reminder for families of Grade 3 students that NAPLAN testing 

commences next Tuesday 14th May. There are four tests altogether – 

Writing, Reading, Language Conventions and Maths which will be 

conducted over the two-week period. Apart from Writing, all tests will be 

‘online’ and require students to wear headphones. We have enough 

headsets to provide to students, however they are more than welcome to 

bring in a personal set from home if they wish. We will do our best to 

support your children during this time, in accordance with the strict 

guidelines as to which we are mandated. We encourage you to stay 

positive about the testing when speaking with your child, reinforcing that 

all we can ask is that they try their best. Thank you for your cooperation.    

STUDENT AWARDS 
 

3A 

Olivia F 

Lacey S 
 

3B 

Sam P 

Alex Q 

 
3M 

Mia C 

Millie F 
 

3PA 

Molly A 

Jordan P 

 
4C 

Ella L 

Harlow M 
 

4HD 

Luca C 

Evie S 

 
4S 

Sienna B 

Will T 

 
4W 

Lenny R 

Madison W 

 
RESPECT AWARD  

WINNERS 

 

Kaiden N 

(Grade 3) 

 

Max R 

(Grade 4) 



Middle School Gardening 

Students and teachers have been working hard during lunch times to clear the garden beds, 

as well as the big areas surrounding the fruit trees. 

In the coming weeks, our Middle School students will be digging the large buckets into the soil 

as a means to store our food scraps for compost. Mrs Hastings has kindly drilled holes in the 

buckets to attract the worms and the lids will be an effective way to keep the food scraps 

contained from wind and pests. Students have also been busy weeding, watering and planting 

so that they can learn and watch 

vegetables grow in a garden. 

Some of the students did some 

harvesting last week where they 

got to take home bok choy, 

spinach and rainbow chard. 

Unfortunately there were not 

enough strawberries to go round! 

Yum, yum, yum. We also have 

leeks, carrots, radishes, broad 

beans, potatoes and garlic 

growing, which will be very 

exciting to use in our cooking 

later in the year.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

WE’RE TAKING IT IN OUR STRIDE ON FRIDAY 17 MAY 2019 

Well it’s that time of year again when our school seriously starts talking about walking! 

 

Walk Safely to School Day asks that we all consider our transport habits and try to incorporate 

more walking as part of a healthy, active way to get around. And although walking all the 

way to school isn’t realistic for many of us, it’s quite easy to figure out how you can build a 

walk into your family’s daily routine. 

 

You can teach your child the healthy habit of walking more by: 

 Walking with them the whole way to school 

 If they get the bus or train, walk past your usual stop and get on at the next stop 

 If you have to drive, park the car a few blocks away from the school and walk the rest of 

the way. 

 

Regular exercise like walking with your child not only helps them (and you!) beat chronic 

problems like obesity, heart disease, behavioural and mental health issues and diabetes. It 

also gives you a great opportunity to teach your child safe ways to behave around roads and 

traffic. 

 

Remember, Active Kids are Healthy Kids so get planning your own Walk Safely to School Day 

journey for 

Friday 17 May 2019! 

 

For more information, visit www.walk.com.au 

 



Education Week 

Education Week will take place from the 19th - 25th May, with a focus on celebrating careers. 

Some visitors have been invited to speak to the Middle School about his/her career pathway. 

On Friday May 24th there will be a whole school dress up day.  Students are encouraged to 

dress up as a preview of what they want to be when they grow up. We can’t wait to see what 

ideas our Middle School students have! 


