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Reading  

This fortnight, the Preps have revisited some reading strate-

gies. Our first was retelling a story (Jabber the Reteller). After 

reading the class big book, students drew a picture and 

wrote several sentences to retell what happened at the be-

ginning, middle and end of the story. Students were encour-

age to include the characters, problem and resolution in their 

retell. We also revised reading with expression (Punky Pelican). 

Whilst reading with a partner, students paused at commas, 

stopped at full stops, made their voice louder when there was 

an exclamation mark and put on character voices when 

there were talking marks. They also completed a Reader’s 

Theatre in groups, acting out a play. Students have also been 

sharing and explaining their reading goal with their peers. 

Their goals are related to one of the CAFÉ reading strategies. 

Students also worked on their goal whilst reading inde-

pendently.  

Writing  

To begin the term, students have been exploring narratives 

and identifying that they contain an orientation, problem and 

resolution. We created our own Mini Me’s, and discussed 

what problems they might encounter. These ideas were trans-

formed into a plan for a narrative, represented as pictures 

and written in short sentences. In preparation for the many 

narratives the Preps will write this term, we brainstormed lists of 

characters and settings that they could use. We discussed 

adjectives and practised using several adjectives to describe 

our characters. 

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

Term Dates: 
Term 4     8th Oct - 21st Dec 

 

 
Upcoming Prep Events: 

 
Cup Day (no school) 

6th November 

 
Prep Swimming 

26th-30th November 

 
 

 

Our Learning 

LPS develops students that are curious about the world around them and confident in their 

knowledge and skills to be successful in the future. 

Welcome back for the final term of the year! We can’t believe 

how quickly the year is going and it won’t be long before you 

will be planning your end of year activities. The Preps have a 

jam packed term full of exciting learning experiences, excur-

sions as well as orientation for Grade 1! 



Maths 

To commence Term 4, the Preps have been learning and manip-

ulating money. To begin we have looked at the different Australi-

an coins and their features. We discussed that each coin has a 

different value and the students found it interesting that the 50c 

coin was not worth the most, despite it being the biggest! We 

participated in a shopping experience, pretending to buy food, 

and sorted coins under the correct label. We then discussed the 

difference between cents and dollars and how you can write 

various amounts. We looked at the features of paper money, or-

dered coins and notes and played memory games based on 

money.  

The Preps looked at common 2D shapes and the 3D shapes, 

cone and sphere. They went on a 

shape hunt, pointing out to the 

teacher what shape they had found 

in the classroom and where it was. 

We discussed the properties of these 

shapes; how many corners and edg-

es they have. 

 

 

 

Smart Spelling 

Students showed their creative side when we immersed ourselves 

in learning our spelling words. The first word, ‘fork’, allowed the 

students to create a flower painting using forks to make the pet-

als. During week 2, students created finger paintings when learn-

ing ‘thumb’.  For each spelling word, the classes brainstormed a 

list of words that contained the diagraphs /or/ and /th/.  We 

completed word building activities where we discovered what 

new words we could make when we changed one letter in the 

spelling word; eg: fork—fort. 

 

STUDENT 

AWARDS 

 
Congratulations to 

the following  

students on their 

awards for this 

week. 

 
PC-  

Amy O 

Molly A 

 
PGH -  

Caitlyn T 

Ayda S 

 
PH -  

Xavier C 

Chloe A 

 
PM -  

Faith T 

Zoe H 

 

Please note you 

will be notified 

when your child 

receives their first 

award. 

Adrian from PGH washed 

clothes like they did  in the 

olden days on the Como 

House excursion. 

Zara from PGH is 

playing croquet on 

the Como House ex-

cursion 

Evan K, Xavier C, Indi W from 

PM working together in the 

Maker Space. 



Inquiry 

Did you know that Curiosity is our Super Power? Curiosity is our focus for Inquiry in Term 4. 

When learning about curiosity, some students have defined it as, ‘When you want to 

know more about something’. We discussed that it is important to be curious: 

 so we know lots of things 

 so you know what is happening 

 so you can learn 

 So you can understand 

And when we are curious when we ask questions and that it is important to ask  

questions! 

We read ‘Where does all the poo from all the animals in the zoo go?’ This sparked a 

many questions from our Preps, including: 

* Where does the animal poo go? 

* What do they do with the animals when they are cleaning up the poo? 

* Who has the biggest poo? 

* How do they clean up the poo? 

As you can imagine, the Preps loved it! 

We discussed how we might find these answers and decided that teachers, parents, ex-

perts, websites, libraries and books are all good options. 

We are looking forward to more curious conversations throughout the term. 
Important Information 

CAFÉ BOOK MARKS 

Last week in your child’s take home bag, you would have found a very 

special reading bookmark! 

This bookmark includes some of the main CAFÉ reading strategies the 

Preps have been using to help them decode words that they find difficult 

to read.  

If your child is having difficulty reading a word at home, please             

encourage them to refer to this bookmark and 

pick a strategy to try! 

 

 

 

 

 

     Prep Learning Team 

Rachel Gathercole, Karin Halstead, Amanda Horne, Rachel   

Manning and Kelly Coyle 

Ellie E, Jack G, Chloe A and Jaxon H 

from PM working together in the Maker 

Space  



Birthdays 

We would like to wish the following students Happy Birthday: 

 

Prep C 

Dimitri B 

October 11 

Prep M 

Ellie E 
October 30 

 

Prep H 

Noah L 
October 21 

 

Prep GH 

Finlay C 

October 23 

 

 

 

ZOO EXCURSION 
 

This term, our whole school inquiry focus is Curiosity. Students who are curious ask 

questions to help them learn, and actively seek out answers to deepen their under-

standings. When students are curious, their learning is engaging, enjoyable and they 

are more likely to retain new knowledge. 

The Preps began the term with a visit to the Melbourne Zoo, where they were encouraged 

to observe their surroundings and share what they noticed, as well as what 

they wondered. These questions will guide following lessons as students develop their curi-

osity and learn about the different ways we can seek answers to further our understand-

ings about the world around us. 


